The role of different imaging modalities: is MRI a conditio sine qua non for ETV?
To describe the different imaging modalities used for the diagnosis and classification of hydrocephalus, their role in defining the optimal treatment of hydrocephalus and to define the optimal preoperative diagnostics for endoscopic third ventriculocisternostomy (ETV). An overview on available imaging modalities for hydrocephalus will be given and their pros and cons discussed. In addition, different aspects of the treatment of hydrocephalus by shunts and by ETV will be highlighted. The role of the technical aspects of performing an ETV, the role of the surgeon's philosophy, the role of the urgency of the procedure, and the role of informed consent on the requirements for the imaging of the hydrocephalus will be discussed. The authors conclude that MRI is a conditio sine qua non for ETV in elective surgical cases.